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A paperback edition of E.B. White's classic novel about one small mouse on a very big adventure!

With black and white illustrations.Stuart Little is no ordinary mouse. Born to a family of humans, he

lives in New York City with his parents, his older brother George, and Snowbell the cat. Though he's

shy and thoughtful, he's also a true lover of adventure.Stuart's greatest adventure comes when his

best friend, a beautiful little bird named Margalo, disappears from her nest. Determined to track her

down, Stuart ventures away from home for the very first time in his life. He finds adventure aplenty.

But will he find his friend?
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I was moved to write this review after reading some of the negative comments made about the book

being boring, difficult to understand, or containing values that the parent did not want to pass on to

the child. Stuart Little represents an important example of the some of the challenges of selecting

reading materials for our children and tests us as parents in many ways. I didn't know how my boy

would respond when I began reading it, since I knew it was one of those children's books that has

been enjoyed by adults because of its adult humor, archaic language, few pictures. My 4 year old



absolutely loves this book. We are on our second reading and a few nights ago, while he was laying

in bed after our bedtime reading, he broke out laughing about how Stuart's brother, George, wanted

to pour applesauce down the mousehole!The book was written in 1945, so many of the cultural

references are dated, including how gender roles are perceived. But part of our responsibilities as

parents is to expose our children to the evolution of thought in our culture, and that includes finding

ways to explain how people's behavior has change over the years. A young child has already likely

experienced many different behaviors in the children around them from daycare, preschool, or even

playgroups. What better way to have an opportunity to prepare your child for the many different

views he or she will encounter.But the message of Stuart Little is a powerful one that can be so

useful to a child. Here is a 2-inch tall "person" who "looks like" a mouse, yet he is part of a human

family. He has the most amazing obstacles in his life, yet he overcomes them with enthusiasm and

joy. The use of actual sailing vocabulary is a wonderful choice by the author.
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